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Sir: 
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via First Class U.S. mail addressed to: Box RCE, Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 1 on this I8th day of February. 2003. 
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This Amendment is submitted with a Request for Continued Examination under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 . 114 and is accompanied by the required fee as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(e). A final Office 
Action was mailed March 14, 2002 and a Notice of Appeal was filed September 16, 2002. Therefore, 
enclosed herein is a fee for a three month extension to maintain the pendency of the subject 
application up to and including Tuesday, February 1 8, 2003 . 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees, including extension fees or other relief, 
which may be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 5023 19. 



Please amend the referenced application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS: 



18. A composition of matter comprising: 
V-v I ^) ^ purified polypeptide, said polypeptide comprising a non-naturally occurring 

^ vascular endothelial cell growth factor (VEGF) variant of native VEGF wherein said variant 
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